The Causes of the World War
advice being accompanied by an assurance that she had
no desire to hamper Vienna's strong action against
Serbia. "The advice and the reservation/5 he adds with
some humour, "are as reasonable as if it were suggested
to a dancer that his legs should be tied together, but at
the same time he should go on dancing." In Fischer's
opinion, the occupation of Belgrade in the circumstances
in which it was contemplated would not have "left much
of the independence of the Serbian kingdom."(25)
The German historian's reflections find confirmation
in Berchtold's embarrassed conversation with the Italian
ambassador, in the course of which he refused to give
any explicit undertaking, "because it is naturally impos-
sible to foresee whether, against our will and in conse-
quence of the course of operations, we may not find
ourselves obliged to maintain our occupation of Serbian
territory."(26)
The uncompromising position taken up by the Austro-
Hungarian Minister, who wanted to postpone the ques-
tion of the evacuation of Serbian territory until after
the conclusion of peace and the progressive execution
of his conditions, nullified all efforts at conciliation.
Eugen Fischer again observes that "the pledge could not
be taken without war, and once at war Austria might
change her attitude. If the Russians wanted to be sure of
preventing the enslavement of Serbia to Austria-Hungary
they could not accept this proposaL"(27)
During the night of July 29th~30th and the day of
July 3Oth, Bethmann-Hollweg made a great effort to
modify the intransigence of the Ballplatz. Great Britain's
attitude was making him more and more anxious, he had
received a telegram from Lichnowsky (28) advising
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